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1

Grant final approval for the Oakridge Estate Park - Plaque Installation (Project), as
described in the Summary of this Report;

Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) staff to issue the appropriate
Right of Entry (ROE) Permit for the installation of the Project;

Determine that the proposed Project is exempt from the provision of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Article Ill, Section 1, Class 11(1)
[Placement of On-Premises Signage Accessory to Existing Facilities] of the City CEQA
Guidelines and Article 19, Section 15311(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines;

Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee or designee to prepare a check to the Los
Angeles County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a Notice of
Exemption (NOE); and,

Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee or designee to make technical corrections
as necessary to carry out the intent of this Report.
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SUMMARY

Oakridge Estate Park is located at 18650 Devonshire Street in the Northridge community of the
City. This 9.47-acre park contains the Oakridge Residence (Oakridge Estate), which is City of
Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument #484, as well as an approximately 8-acre passive park
area containing natural grass areas, hiking trails, playground equipment, picnic tables and walking
paths. The 8 acre passive park was opened to the public in December 2018. Approximately 792
City residents live within a one half (%2) mile walking distance of Oakridge Estate Park.

PROJECT SCOPE

RAP has received a request from Patricia LoPreste, a community volunteer with the Oakridge
Residence Park Advisory Board and Friends of Oakridge, to install an expository plague at
Oakridge Estate Park that describes the history of the property to park visitors.

The text of the proposed plaque explains the history of the Oakridge Residence and Oakridge
Estate Park. Oakridge Estate Park was originally part of the Marwyck Ranch — a Thoroughbred
breeding and training operation owned by actors Barbara Stanwick and Zeppo Marx. The
Oakridge Residence and the surrounding property was later sold to comedian Jack Oakie. The
property was purchased by RAP in 2009 for use as a public park.

The plaque will be manufactured of bronze with a satin clear coat to facilitate graffiti removal and
installed on a dark post mount. The plaque was designed to look similar to an existing plague on
the Oakridge Residence. A graphic illustrating the proposed text, mount, and layout of the plague
is attached as Exhibit A.

The plaque is proposed to be installed south of the parking lot, near the entrance to the walking

paths that lead into the passive park area. The proposed location of the plaque installation is
attached as Exhibit B.

The Project was presented to RAP’s Facility Repair and Maintenance Commission Task Force
on September 4, 2019, at which time it was recommended that the proposal be forwarded to the
Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) for consideration.

The Office of Historic Resources has reviewed the proposed plaque and affirmed that the
installation of the plaque will not require additional approvals from their office.

The Office of Council District 12 is in support this project at Oakridge Estate Park.

PROJECT FUNDING

The cost of the manufacture and installation of the plaque will be borne by the Project applicant,
Ms. LoPreste. Funding for the plaque and its installation was provided by the Northridge West
Neighborhood Council, within which boundaries the park resides, the Northridge East
Neighborhood Council, whose boundaries begin one-half mile to the east at Reseda Boulevard,
and a number of other donors.
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Additionally, Ms. LoPreste has secured a maintenance commitment from the Northridge
Beautification Foundation and the Northridge East Neighborhood Council for the maintenance of
the sign. Ms. LoPreste has also signed the appropriate Waiver of Rights which allows for the
removal of the plaque if it is not maintained to the satisfaction of RAP.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

The proposed Project consists of the installation of a plaque in an existing public park. Therefore,
RAP Staff recommends that the Board determines that the project is categorically exempt from
the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article 1ll, Section
1, Class 11(1) of the City CEQA Guidelines and Article 19, Section 15311(a) of the State CEQA
Guidelines. RAP Staff will file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the Los Angeles County Clerk
within five (5) working days of the approval of this report.

FISCAL IMPACT

There will be minimal fiscal impact as the cost of manufacture, installation, and maintenance of
the Project shall be borne by the Project applicant.

STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS

Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting:

Goal No. 2: Offer Affordable and Equitable Recreational Programming
Outcome No. 4: Connect more Angelinos to the diverse cultural programs in the park system.
Result: An installation which describes the history of Oakridge Estate Park and serves

an educational tool for park users and the local community.

This Report was prepared by Darryl Ford, Acting Superintendent, Planning, Construction and
Maintenance Branch, Department of Recreation and Parks.

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS

1) Exhibit A — Plaque Design and Language
2) Exhibit B — Plaque Location



The Oakridge Estate Park
s

Dedicated to the Citizens of Los Angeles in 2018

Council District 12

This historic 8-acre site was once part of Marwyck Ranch, a famous 130-acre
Thoroughbred breeding farm, co-owned by actors Barbara Stanwyck and Zeppo
Marx. The mansion visible atop the hill was built for Stanwyck in 1937.
Comedian Jack Oakie purchased the house on 9.5 acres in the early 1940s and
named it Oakridge. Victoria Oakie was instrumental in obtaining the
Historic Cultural-Monument designation in 1990 (#484).

In 2009, the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks

purchased Oakridge ensuring its preservation for future generations.

Plaque donated by Northridge West and Northridge East Neighborhood Councils.
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