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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Review and approve the draft ordinance (Report No. R17-0131)(Attachment 1) amending 
subsection "S" and adding a new subsection "T" to section 63.44 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code to allow the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners to open one (1) 
multi-stall restroom building along Ocean Front Walk at Venice Beach for 24 hour public 
access 365 days per year; 

2. Direct the Department of Recreation and Parks' staff to file a Coastal Development Permit 
(CDP) application and to ensure compliance with all applicable CEQA requirements. 

3. Direct the Department to transmit the draft ordinance to the Arts, Parks, River, 
Entertainment and Facilities Committee and to full City Council for further action and 
approval. 

SUMMARY 

Due to the increased population of homeless persons, at or near Venice Beach, Council 
District 11 as well as the Venice community expressed concern that there are no overnight 
public restrooms available for the homeless to use in the area thus causing a public safety and 
health concern. In 2016, Councilmember Mike Bonin, as part of the City's Comprehensive 
Homeless Strategy Section 6F (•Expand Access to Public Restrooms") (Attachment 2) 
introduced a motion to the Arts, Parks, River, Entertainment and Facilities Committee to explore 
the feasibility of opening and maintaining some restroom facilities for a 24-hour period at Venice 
Beach and to identify the funding needed for such a program. 
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The Venice Beach restrooms under the current maintenance model are open and cleaned 
several times per day, 365-days per year from 6:00 a.m. until approximately 10:30 p.m. The 
RAP typically does not keep any restrooms open at any park after a park closes due to various 
concerns. These concerns include public safety, employee safety, increased vandalism and 
physical damage to the restroom facilities, increased criminal activity inside the facilities and 
loitering. In order to open, maintain and clean public restrooms overnight for an additional eight 
(8) hours in (1) one multi-stall restroom building, it would require additional labor, 
materials/supplies and security resources. 

Subsequent to Councilmember Bonin's motion, RAP staff identified the required funding 
necessary for the opening of one (1) multi-stall restroom building along Ocean Front Walk for 
expanded hours to allow for 24-hour public access, 365-days per year. A budget request to fund 
the program was submitted and approved by the City Council. The approved funding is for one 
(1) full time employee, one (1) part time employee, custodial materials/supplies and one (1) 
contract security guard who will be present with RAP cleaning staff for an eight (8) hour shift 
overnight, 365-days/year. 

There is currently a City Attorney's Office draft ordinance pending which will require Arts, Parks, 
River, Entertainment and Facilities Committee as well as City Council approval. It is identified 
within City Attorney Report No. R17-0131, which amends subsection "S" and adds a new 
subsection "T" to section 63.44 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code which would allow for the 
Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners to open restrooms at Venice Beach at the 
Board's discretion. The new subsection "S" and the newly added subsection "T" in the draft 
ordinance states: 

"S. Bathrooms, Locker Rooms and Chaf!ging Areas 

1. Notwithstanding Subsection B.14(b ), the Board may allow 24-hour access to the 
restrooms at Venice Beach. 

"T. Severability. "If any portion, subsection, sentence, clause or phase of this section is for 
any reason held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such a decision shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby declares 
that it would have passed this section and each portion of subsection, sentence, clause and 
phrase herein, irrespective of the fact that anyone or more portions, subsection, sentences, 
clauses or phrase be declared invalid." 

TREES AND SHADE 

There will be no impacts related to trees and shade. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Staff has determined that a Coastal Development Permit and associated California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) will be addressed when the draft ordinance is approved by 
Council and the complete project scope and location has been determined. 
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

The funding required to open and clean one (1) multi-stall restroom building along Ocean Front 
Walk for expanded hours and allow for 24 hour public access overnight for 365 days per year is 
currently within RAP's General Fund budget. The estimated funding is FY16-17 is Two Hundred 
Thirty-Four Thousand Dollars ($234,000.00) and FY 17-18 is Two Hundred Fifty-Five Thousand, 
Four Hundred Six Dollars ($255,406.00). 

This Report was prepared by Robert Davis, Superintendent of Venice Region 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS 

1. City Attorney Draft Ordinance Report No. R17-0131 
2. CD11 Motion - Councilmember Mike Bonin related to Comprehensive Homeless Strategy 

Section 6F ("Expand Access to Public Restrooms) 














